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Site of the Government Office of Yagyu Domain
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Nara-City-designated Cultural Property

Graveyard of the Yagyu Clan

The Yagyu clan was a samurai family active in the 16th to 19th centuries, well known
for swordsmanship. In 1636, it became a daimyo (feudal lord) family serving the
Tokugawa shogunate. When Hotokuji Temple was built in 1638, the clan’s cemetery
was relocated here. There are 86 graves. In the center lies the grave of Yagyu
Munenori, the clan’s first daimyo.
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Yagyu Munetoshi
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The father of Yagyu Munenori, the clan’s first daimyo. Shinkage-ryu school of
swordsmanship was passed on to him by its founder, Kamiizumi Nobutsuna.
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Yagyu Munenori
(Tajimanokami)
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Munetoshi’s fifth son. In 1594 he began serving under Tokugawa leyasu, who

would later become the first Tokugawa shogun. He served as sword instructor to
the second and third shoguns. In 1636 he became the clan’s first daimyo.
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Yagyu Mltsuyoshl
(Jubei)
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Munenori’s oldest son. He studied the Shinkage-ryu school, and took over as
clan head when his father passed, but died suddenly only four years later.
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Retsudo Gisen
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Munenori’s fourth son. First abbot of Hotokuji Temple.
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Kamiizumi Nobutsuna
(Isenokami)
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A samurai from the Kanto region in eastern Japan, who founded the
Shinkage-ryu school of swordsmanship. There is a small stone memorial pagoda
dedicated to him here.
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Yagyu Kyuzaburo
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He fought under the Japanese ruler Toyotomi Hideyoshi in the Japanese invasion
of Korea. He died in Korea in 1597.
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Yagyu Shume
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It is said that Shume was born in Korea but was adopted into the Yagyu clan and
confered the surname Yagyu.
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Yagyu Toshichika The third son of the eighth Yagyu clan daimyo. He is said to have loved drinking.
(Bosai) His tombstone is shaped like a sake bottle on a sake cask, with a sake cup on top.
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